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Exod. 20. vetſ. 16. 


Thou shalt not bear falſe vvitneſſe again#t thy 
neighbour. 


* 


Awes are like fences, that ſerve for bounds, 
and for reſtraints, Twi call's the Law a Tul. delegl.z; 
dumb Magiſtrate , and the Magiſtrate a 
ſpeaking Law. As the Magiſtrate doth 
rule and (way the people, ſo the Law doth rule and 
(way the Magiſtrate. 
The Almighty God / whoſe actions are our pat- . 
terns) hath preſcribed a Law unto himſelf, This is 
the firſt, and properly called the Law eternall. 
Andasthe Divine wiſdome of the Creator hath 
ſet a rule and meaſure to his own actions, ſo he hath 
ordained the like to his Creatures, | 
This is cither an unwritten, or a written Law, (to 
borrow Plato's diſtinction.] The moſt famous un- 
written Law is that of Nature; which /uFinian ex- Le. tur. Civ. 
tendstoall living creatures, but the Schoolmen con- 
fine to mankind, taking it fot that which the Civili- 
ans term the Law of Nations. 
Aquinas defines the Law of Nature to be, the Aquis. 10. 
participation of the eternall 0 in the regſanable irea- 4 
ture. 
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ture. Not to deſcribe, to enw rap it in a cloud; the 
Law of Nature is, a judgement naturally engraſted in 
our hearts, for the diſcerning of good and ev1l. 
This is the ſoveraign Rule, the Pole-ſtar for the 
Rom. 2. 14. Heathens, For if the Gentiles which have not 4 Law, do 
by nature the things contained in the Law, they having 
not a Lax, area Lav unto themſebves. 
mom — iv. Tuſtinian mentions three Precepts caſt in this 
mould: to live honeſtly, to hurt no man, to render 
to every man his own. But our bleſſed Saviour te- 
cites the moſt renowned law of nature, even in the 
judgement of Heathen Sages, ſo much magnified 
by Severus the Emperour, that he commanded it to 
Match. 7. 1 be engtaven in his Palace ; Whatſorver you would that 
men ſhould do unto you, do you even ſo to them. 
Nature it ſelf prompts us this equality, indifferent. 
ly to ſhift the ſcenes; to look upon our own actions 
with thatrigour , as if they were another mans, and 
upon another mans actions with that candor, as if 
they were our own. But becauſe this Law was not 
ſufficient to bridle the diſorderly paſſions of wick. 
ed men, God hath ſeconded and reinforced it with 
divers written lawes to his people. 

The 1.for the deciding of their controverfics. This 
was the 7udiciall Law, raiſed tothe Meridian of 7e'wry, 
framed to the Climate of Palefftine(which as to other 
nations mayindifferently be abrogated,or retained.) 

The ſecond for the regulating oftheirRitualls,the 
ordering of their Circumſtantialls in Religion. This 
was the Ceremoniall Law of Hoſes, not to be ming- 
led, blended with the Ey doctrine, (as the 


Tlioniter heretically aſſerted) not to be obſerved ot 
approved 


the Witnefſe,andthe ( oumſellor. 


approved under the Goſpel. The ede is 
ſolemnly interred, the Ns a7 Law dead , the Cere- 
moniall deadly, 

The third ſort, the Morall law ( the prafticall teſt, 
the rule for converſation) is not yet deſtitute of lite, 
or vigour. The Goſpell gives no bill of divorce to 
this law, unſtings onely, but not unſinews it; ac- 
quits believing repenting ſoules from the curſe, not 
the obſervance; from the penalty, not the duty of it. 

This Morall law is of cternall force , being com- 
priſed in the ten Commandments, which Aelan- 
cht hon accounts the law of nature tightly expounded. 
Theſe arc not to be engraven in tables of ſtone one - 
ly. not in tables of braſſe, /as the la wes of Solon weres) 
but to be imprinted in the tables of our hearts, to be 

yed out in out lives. 

[ſhall at this time / by Gods gracious aſſiſtance ) 
take into Conſideration one diſtin branch of it. 

Thou ſhalt not be ar falſe vitneſe againit 
thy neighbour. 
LOS ofthe matter of the prohibition , I 
ſhall offer ata curſory ſurvey ofthe manner of the ex- 
— like a limmer, that frames a rude draught of 
is work, before he drawes out the ſeverall linea- 
ments in full proportion. 

That dreadfull Iudge, who will require of us an ac- 
count for every idle word, dictate s none himſelf. 

Though there were many thouſands of 7/raclires 
+ preſent, yet the charge is framed in the ſingular num- 
ber ( Thou) not in a looſe generality preſcribed to all, 
leſt in a looſe neglect it be obſerved by none. This 
denotes the 96— he vouchſafes to take 

2 care 


A Caution for the Client, 
care of every man inparticular; and chalks out our 
duty. Thar every man in particular make application 
of Gods law to his own conſcience, as a compaſſe to 
ſteer by, as a rule to live by. 

TheChargeisin a future ſevere tenot, ( Thon ſbali. 
This imports the perpetuity ofthe obligation, & the 
authority of it. It was proclaimed with thundet, and 
accented with lightning. Iſout obedience to Gods 
Law be not active, it frall be paſſive. If his Com- 
mandement be nor punctually obſerved , his Iudge- 
ment ſhall be ſharply inflited; it ſhall and muſt be 
endured. 

This Law is Negative:not an Edict, an Injunction 
limited with opportunityes , conveniencies, to allay 
it's tigour; but an Interdict, a Prohibition, that ad- 
mits no diſpenſation of time or place, to mmce, or h 
qualifle ir. ; q 
This Prohibition ſervesas a glaſſe to preſent the A 
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uncomely complexion of the ſon], it's unholy diſ- 
poſition, a ſwinge, a bentto falſe teſtimonies. Other 
offences ate forted, ſevered among the ſonties of 


Rom. 3.4 men, bat this is communicable to all. Every man « (y- 0 
ar, (at leaſt in a corrupt , vehement inclination of a de 
heart unregenerated. ) is 


„ W Engliſhtranſlation is too low & te 
mn N flat ( ſhalt notbear: it is in the Originall /o ta- ſer 
gnaneb, thou ſhalt not anſwer a falſe teſtimony, 

It abates the luſtte, the credit of a diſadvantagious tru 

teſtimony (againſt a neighbour, Jfor to be voluntary. | 

10h. P. 4 Fer. An evidence that is commodious(behoofefull)ſmay tio 
1 Fer. (in ſome caſts)be tendred but if diſcommodious, it the 
* ought to be tequired: it is juſtified onely by an inter- yr 

togatoty, 
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rogatory , to be cited, required, examined, 


That diſcovery which ſounds an unmeet detta- 


Aion, adart of ſlandet at the Table, may amount to a 
meet depoſition, a fit Evidence at the Bar. 

In the one caſethe rule of Charity debarres it, in 
the otliet caſe the rule of Iuſtice warrants it. 

It is not expreſſed, Thow ſhalt not bear Witneſſe at 
all, but Thou ſh alt not bear falſe wimeſſe. Courts of 
udicature are not abrogated, condemned in my text; 
but directed, regulated. 

If no evidence could be produced, no innocence 
might be defended, no juſtice executed. 

Whilſt God brands and forbids a falſe teſtimony, 
heallowes, injoyns atrue. 

My Text explodesa falſe teſtimony expreſly at the 
firſt bluſh that is pernicious, but ſecondarily , conſe- 
quently , a falſe teſtimony that is officious alſo. 
An Evidence is not to be byaſt by favour, but truth. 
It is taynted not by the damage which accrewes 
to another, but the falſhood which the Witneſſe 
himſelf utters. As the expreſſhon of the Ad, fo ofthe 
Odject challengerh out conſideration , recommen- 
ded by a propriety of relation, Thy neighbowr. There 
is much emphaticall Divinity in Pronounes. The 
relation itfelf is preſented in the wideſt latitude of 
ſenſe, though the ſofteſt dreſſe for language. Reavg, 
afriend, a neighbour. A name that is a charme of 


ry man. toms, S. Aug, 
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I have thus broken the ſhell, the better to diſcern 
the kernell in my Text. I ſhall nor critically 
any nicetyes of obſcrvations on the words, leſt Ibe 
cenſur d, like Antonin Pius, to be a cutter of 
i ,,j L cummin-ſced; or to deal with my Text, as the Levite 
Tudg. 19.29. did with his Concubine, to divide it in pieces: But 
ſhall humbly condu@ your attention from the man. 
nerof the expteſſion, to the matter of the Prohibition. 

The offence forbidden is a falſe tſtimony; which 
is brancht out to be extrajudiciall, or judiciall. 

I ſhall entirely wave an extrajudiciall falſe teſtimo. 
ny in diſcourſe, without the pale of juſtice, and ſhall 
confine my meditation to a judiciall falſe teſtimony, 
as moſt ſutable to the occafion of this preſent aſſem- 

Dew ſaciat tas bly. God grant the meditation may be as profitable 
commedam 25 it is ſeaſonable. 
— This judiciall falſe teſtimony at the firſt view is not 
r Kings 18. unlike the little cloud ken d by Eliab's ſervant; butit 
* ſpread like that cloud which quickly darkened 
the heaven. This will eclipſe the whole Orbe, the 
Court of judicature, and ſhowre down drops of 
guilt to every corner of it: it extends to the injuſtice 
of the Cauſe, to the injuſtice of the Evidence, to the 
injuſtice of the Pleading, to the injuſtice of the 
Verdict, to the injuſtice of the Decree, to the inju- 
ſtige ofthe Record, 
As many of theſe parts as thetime will convenientij 
permit, are the boundaries of my preſent meditations. 

This is a varycd gradation of tranſgreſſion, 
a Climax, a ladder of ſinne: not like 7acob's , 
that reacht from carth to heaven , for bleſſed 
Angells aſcending and deſcending; but a ladder 

it 
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itis that reacheth from carth to hell, for lewd men 
deſcending in their corruptions, for damned Spirits 
aſcending in theit temptations. 

The firſt Round in this ladder is, the injuſtice of the 
taufe. 
L Generation of men there is, who with more 
grains of zeal then knowledge diſallow all Courts of 
judicature , all ſuits of Law without diſtinion , 
without moderation. W hoſe inconſiderate tenet 
is like a deſperateChymicall pill, that workethnot on 
the humors, but the ſpirits; that purgeth out ofthe 
dody politick , not corrupt manners, but precious 
lawes. 0 
It were picty exhaled, refined to phrenſy, holy- 
neſſe ſtrained to madneſſe. EE 

This were to ſacrifice ſheep to wolves, to invite 
thoſe wolves to worry them; to open a gap to 
ptophaneneſſe, to licentiouſneſſe to encourage, to 
tempt all exorbitancies of tumults, of rapines, of 0 
murders; to leave the innocent (in the eye of man 
vithout defence, or tedreſſe, and the violent with - 
out check or controll. 

It is truly alleadged, Vengeance is Gods preroga- 
tive; and it is as truely replyed , that he executes it 
not onely immediately, by himſelf, but mediately al- 
ſo, by his Vice gerentthe Magiſtrate / ſupreme and 
ſubordinate. ) He is Gods Deacon, to officiate for 2 
him in the adminiſtration of juſtice; the fort of 11. 
good men, to ſecure them from the aſſaults and out- 
rages of the evil. He bears not the ſword in vain: the d ». 4; 
fword being the emblem, the rhetorick of greater 


puniſhments, as the rod ofleſſe; to which end both 
were 
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camer-in0r, were carry ed before the Rewan Conluts, In the one 
pro la. and the other the Ordinance is Divine „but the ex. 
erciſe humane: God onely can empower, man may 
execute it. But not to ſcrue this ſtring too fat. 
Though the lawfullneſſe of Magiſtrates and Tri. 
bunalls may clearly, abundantly be vindicated, de. 
monſtratively maintained, yet law-ſuits are not inde. 
finitely and peremptorily to be juſtifyed; unleſſe we 
will run counter with the Apoftle , There is witerh, 
1 Corinth. 6.7. fauli you, that you go to law one With another. 
The ſcandall of the Church at that time, the refledi. 
on upon Chriſtian religion, in expoſing it by law, 
ſuits to the cenſure of unbelievers, is recited in the 
former yerſe(asTheophylatFobſeryes:)but in this 7.1, 
the Apoſtle condemns the action itſelf, (being not 
rightly qualifyed ) diſplayes it's guilt in the fulleſ 
elan. is 1 Cr. dimenſions. Some Divines ſtart a Criticiſme to 
1 mince it, That it is not expreſt . a default, but 
ua defect, a diminution, a leſſening of Chriſtian 
perfection, an impotency, afrailty : whereas both 
Greek words appeat in the ſame uncomely hue, in 
the (ame unholy ſtrain, Rom. 11. 12. There is an en. 
hancing aggravation prefixed by the Apoſtle : lti 
utterly a fault. An errour,according to the Arabi, 
aſin,according tothe Syriac Tranſlation. The (of: 
neſſe ofthe Greek word favours of the ſweetning 
ofthe Apoſtles ſtyle, not ofthe abating of the (in x 
Corinth. If we render this 2 a detect, it is a Want 
of humility, of charity in moſt men: This defect wil 
amount to a full default. 
This diminutive, this leſſening of grace (without 
ſpeciall caution) will adminiſter fewell to the inctea # * 
| ſing 


to 


ut 
20 
th 
in 
N- 
tis 


L 


=z 824 =» 


”P = 


the Wanefſe, end the Counſellor. 9 


ſing ofſinne. This impotency, this ſpice of weak- 
neſſe will quickly be heightned to impicty,toa ſtrain 
of wickedneſſe, to be ſubdued by a mans own paſſi- 
ons, to be a captive to a ſolemn revenge. 

AMoſes entirely cancell'd private revenge, but Levit. rs. 18. 
Chriſt warily reſtrains the publick: Tow have heard it 1 , 
hath been ſaid, An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth. "IT 

The law zalionss of returning like for like, where- 
in the ſinne was made a pattern for the doom, ca law 
eſtabliſht among the Zewes, approved by the twelve Ff. 20, 
Tables, eminently reputed, & ancicntly practiſed by Ariſe. 5+ Eth, 
many nations,) did not allow the parties themſeves Gell. 4 N. 
to carve out their own reparation , but the Magi- : — 
ſtrates onely : But our bleſſed Saviour pronounces isi. 

a repeal to this judiciall 7»da:call redreſſe, as to the 
formality of it, not without a check to our fierce ran- 
cor, to out cagerdefire, and purſuit of ſuch rigour; 
But I ſay unts you Rei not ev:l: not , accord- wy 5. 6 
ing to the Septuagints uſe of the word, forbids the Dr. Hamm. in 
ſorwardneſſe to proſecute in Law, to implcad in 
judgement. 
I ſhall not too confidently preſſe this ſenſe. 
However it is unqueſtionably the excellency of 
Chriſtianity, to overcome evil with good, to con- 
quer violence with patience; as firc is not quench't 
by fire, bur water. 
As to our Saviours Charge; In no caſe reſiſt evil 
with tumult, with force; in all caſes reſiſt not evil 
with Law, wich juſtice. 
Suits of law are like bitter pills , that ought to be 
candyed with duequalifications. 
The ſirſt u, That the cauſe we contend in be juſt. |, 
| B Other- 


Godw. Rom. 
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Otherwiſe we deſign to abuſe a Court of Law, of E- 
quity; to make it a ſhelter for violence, a ſanctuary 
for miſchicf, a protection for oppreſſion : we endea- 
vour to render Iuſtice it ſelf a Pander for malice, or 
avarice. A crime of the deepeſt dye, fince a Magi- 
ſtrate is Gods Subſtitute; it is to make God a ſtale, 
a cloak for Satan, and, like the Witch of Ender, to 
preſent the Devilin Samwel's mantle, 

The Apoſtle layes it to the charge of ſome Chriſti 
ans at Corinth, That they who were injurious, were 
querulous, contentious. They who oppreſſed, de- 
defrauded, yet complained , impleaded. You your 
ſelves do wrong, defraud, and that your brethren. 

Oecumenius obſerves a three-fold aggrayation : 
the firſt, not to be paſſive, to be contentedly,paticutly 
injured, ( mentioned in the former verſe;) the ſe- 
cond, to be active, to be fiercely ſet to injure(where- 
as it is better, in the judgement of the wiſeſt Philoſo- 
pher, to ſuffer wrong. then to offer it; the third ag. 
gravation is, (and that to your brethren) to thoſe that 
ate endearcd by the ſame womb, by the ſame dugs, 
the two Teſtaments.) A link of relation, a charm 
to chaſe away the ſuits of Chriſtians, eſpecially ſuch 
as are unjuſt, injurious. 

Among the Romans, beſore any Action was ſuffred 


. . 3. /. 4. to be entted, the Plaintiff was required to ſwear the 
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. In Ariſt. 


Veſp. Scbol. 
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juſtice of his cauſe. The Aitbenian prattiſe was the 
ſame. 

An unjuſt cauſe as it deſeryes a ſevere cenſure, 
when it is manifeſted, convicted; ſo alſo a ſpeedy re- 
pulſe, (if poſſible) not tobe admitted. 

As for the firſt qualification, the cauſe ought + 
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be juſt ( no unholy intereſt; ) ſo for the ſecond quali- 
fication , it ought to be ſubſtantiall, weighty, not for 
every triviall petty flander, not for every light dam- 
mage, every ſlight treſpaſſe. 

The Apoſtles negative queſtion, ( Why do you not * Cot. 6. 2. 
rather take wrong? Why do you not ſuffer your ſelves to be 
defraudedt ) amounts to a poſitive determination. 

Some indignities, neglects are to be brooked , ſome 
injuries, ſome offences to be (mother d, tather then 
ſuits of Law are to be proſecuted, 

In our Saviours firſt inſtance of patience, though 
a perſonall provocation be tendred (to ſinite thee on Math. 5.39, 
the one cheek; ) yet a hot reparation is not counſell'd, 
but a ſetled compolition ot mind ( 10 turn the other 4 pol. 
alſo : importing a readineſſe to receive a ſecond af. e. * 
front, rather then to tevenge the firſt. 

In the ſecond inſtance of patience, ( in the next /*% de. 
verſe) the ſcene is expreſly laid in judicature though 
Bezalabours,& wriggles toſhiftit offelſewhere:)But 
our Engliſh tranſlation is agreeable to that of Eraſ- 
mus, and the vulgar Latine, and renders the genuine 
force of the Original And if any will ſue thee at the I tab. 
Law, and take «way thy coat (thy meaner, inner gar- 16«. 
ment) let him have thy cloak alſo ( thy better, thy out- 
cr garment.) 

Ina caſe of ſo inconſiderable importance, as ordina- 
ry apparell, better it were to quit a double veſtment, 
then to eſpouſe a ſingle quarrell, then to engage in 
one ſuit. Better in point of conſcience, as to the next 
world: perhaps better alſo in point of prudence, as 
to this. 

Theſe inſtances ate not omen counſells onely , 
2 a5 
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as to the excellency of perfection in the Romiſh gloſs) 
but generall precepts, as to the fincerity of Religion. 
Which will afford us this doctrinall Obſervation, 
That ſmall wrongs are not commendable, (had 
almoſt ſaid) not warrantable grounds of ſuits and 
quarrclls. 

Among the 7ewes there were peculiar Officers, 
(ſignificantly entitledby the Septuagint/ 
who were commiſſioned to admit or reject all cau- 
ſes; without whoſe approbation, and recommenda. 
tion to the ludges, none were allowed to be deter. 
mined. 

Of this uſe, not without an affinity both in name 
and nature, were the '&wa5a1@75r 4094 among the 4. 
themans, who were the keyes of juſtice, to lock out 
all frivolous, vexatious ſuits. 

Theſe arc unholy blemiſhes, unſeemly, unwor- 
thy diſturbances , and ſcandalls to Chriſtian Courts. 

As the Cauſe ought to be juſt, and weighty, ſo the 
mind ought to be calme and ſerene, not embittered 
with gall, not clouded with rancour. 

The defect of the neceſſary grace of Charity Rains 
other ſpirituall vertues, much more temporall jarrs. 

Even in a legall contention, when any ſuit of law 
is ſtarted, by reaſon of the temptation of Satan, and 


the corruption ofa mansown heart, there is ordina- 
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rily a boſome leven of wrath, a ſpice of ſecret ſpleen, 
which is not deſtitute ofa train of other guilt. here 
there is envyng and riſe, tre rs confuſion , and eve- 
ry cu work” There is pertutbation, trouble (as 
Eraſmus renders it) according to the Originall, a dif- 
compoſure, adiſorder of the ſoul, a tumult of the 
paſſions. X Certainly 
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Certainly he is much damnifyed by his moſt ſuc- 
ceſſefull ſuit, who gains his cauſe . (be it his debt, his 
farme, his patrimony) who yet diſcards his charity, 
and conicquently forfeits his Chriſtianity. 

As in ſuits of law there ought to be no malicious, 
ſo no coverous tincture. 

In the cauſe propounded to our Saviour, for divi. 
ding an inheritance betwixt two brethren , (A cauſe 
that, in the judgement of ſome Expoſitors, had been 
dandy ed in ſeverall Courts) at laſt he that was worſt- 
ed in all, and injur'd, having appcaled to our Savi- 
our, Chriſt doth not order a W rit of partition as a 
ludge, but read a lecture of mortification as a Pro- 
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phet , Take heed & beware of covetonſneſs. According Luke 12. 15, 


to an anciemGreet cdition,according to the Syriac & 
Vulgar Latine tranſlations, it is, beware of every cove- 
nuſneſſe. The caution thus rendred is fitly proporti- 
oned to the variety of the occaſion. Though one 
drother onely were injutious in the eye of the world, 
yet both / in ſeverall ſtrains q were covetous, urchgi- 


ous in the fight of God. The one unjaſtly detained Auguſt. incer, 
what was not his own (his brothers portion, his 186. 


moiety ; )the other too eagerly purſued what was his 
own: whoſe thoughts were more eagerly bent, how 
to beredreſt in his cauſe, then how to be reclaim- 
ed in his foal, 

Our bleſſed Saviour diverts, takes off his edge 
from the intereſts of poſfeſſion, to the intereſts of 
Salvation. 

Laſtly, though the cauſe be juſt, weighty,and con- 
ſcionable, the mind calm, pure, and charitable in a 
ſuit of Law, yet this oughi to be the laſt refuge, T hat 


3 there 


Omnia Videntus 
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prin: u t there bean endeavour, a private treaty, a tryall for 
2 «dj®" peace, before a publick jatre, a ſuit, atryallin law. 


dicia diſceda l . * 
wes. I. Mart, Our bare affection to a reconcilement is not ſuſhi. 


Eci cl. a. cient, without an active ſollicitation. The Apoſtles 
Heb. 12-14. word denotes not a bate following of peace, but an 
8 eager purſuing, ( not tobe waved for the hazard of 
fortune, of tame, of life itſelf, in the judgement of 

Origen.) 

The motion of moſt men is fleet from it: but 
haſte towards it, being clogg'd and fetter'd with pride 
and rancor. 

We cannot unload, unmanacle our (clyes, unleſs 
before ſuits of law be commenced, all engines, and 
expedients fot prevention be aſſayed. As candidCon. 
ferences: Both parties ate oft-times bitterly enraged 
againſt each other, becauſe they underſtand not a. 
right each other; they contend, becauſe they con- 
verſe not. Abraham the more innocent, venerable 
perſon, condeſcended ro intreat his inferiour Let 
( whom he had educated, obliged)to court him with 
the charm oftheir relation, with the rhetorick of an 

* Geneſ. 13.8. Hebraiſme, Let there be noſtrife betwixt me and thee, 
betwixt my heardſmen and thy heardſmen , for we are 
brethren. It was no complementall condeſcenſion: 
he quits not onely titular teſpects, but reall ad vanta. 
gesalſo; tenders the option, the choyce of the ſoy], 
ofthe right hand or the left, of the North or South, 
( according to the Chaldee Paraphraſe.) They ate no 
ſonnes of Abraham, who will not quit the leaſt grain 
of reſpeR, the leaſt punctilio of right and advantage; 
who ate devoted to an implacable ſpleen , wedded 


to an irreconcilable ſuit ; who with the greateſt — 
an 
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and expence, proſecute the leaſt vrong and intereſt. 
If candid conferences, calm diſcourles be not effe- 
uall to conjure out this evil ſpirit of contention, yet 
unpartiall references may. The Apoſtles queſtion 
ſounds a teptehenſion: /s it ſotis there not 4 Wiſe man a- Cor. 6, 5. 
mong/# you? not one that ſhall be able to judge berwixt 
his brethren? Not as touching one empower'd to 
doom, commiſſioned ro ſentence; but is there none 
qualifyed to diſcern, to intercede, to arbitrate, that #=g#«+ 
private variances be not vainly and unneceſſarily im- 
proved to publick ſuits? To be reſolutely averſe 
from arbitration, be mens cauſes never ſo juſt and 
pious, argues the ſpirits of ſuch perſons to be pec- 
viſh, and contentious. 
They are like Salamanders, that cannot live but 


in flames of debate. ais xgluiphr woolen. Suits of Law Hom, Mad. . 


are their darling delights, and deſignes. Their badge, 

and at laſt their entire treaſure is a meer bundle of 
vexatious papers; the character of a phrantick per- 
ſon in Theophraſtus. But I forbear. This firſt medi- 

tation, ofthe injuſtice of the Cauſe, hath too far tranſ- 
ported me, which being once embraced, (as ſiune 
mult be fortifyed by ſinne ) will be ſeconded by the 
injuſtice of the Evidence, my next Conſideration. 


— 


When Numerius confidently diſclaimed a Crime Amm.Marcel. 


that he was charged with before ſulian the Emperour, At. . 18. 
Delphudius tartly objected, That if to deny, were to 
be guiltleſſe, no man would be a Delinquent. But 
the Emperour gravely and acutely retorted, Thatif 
tobe accuſed, were to be guilty, no man could be in. 
nocent, It is the Evidence alone that can give light 
to juſtice to acquit, or condemn. 
When. 


Theoph. wi 


Prov. 25.18. 


Bernard. 


Decret. tit. de 
reſt, 
Mat. 18. 16. 


Alex. Al. S. 
Th p. 3 qu. 43. 
Aqu.2*, 2*. 
4% 70. Art. 3. 
Greg. df. 2. 
41. 
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When the Evidence is indirect, itinſcalibly ſets i 
falſe byaſſe on the Verdict, and the Decree. For the 
degrees of juſtice are not unlike thoſe of concoction 
An errour in the firſt degree is not to be cottected or 
redteſſed in the ſecond, ot the third. A falſe witneſle 
miſguides, bettayes the Iury,and the ludge. He is an 
hammer, a ſword, and an arrow ( ſaith Solomon.) An 
Hammer tothe ludge, whom he ſtounds & amaze, 
that he cannot diſtinguiſh betw ixt truth and falſe. 
hood: aS word to the party that corrupts him, a ſword 
to fight for him, and a ſword to pierce his ſoul: an 
Atrow to the innocent party, a poyſon'd arrow to 
feſter, to wound him (with a ranckling venom) un 
his life, his fortune, or his reputation. The conſe 
quencesof a falſe teſtimony being ſo pernicious, wit 
neſſes are not looſely to be credited, or admitted. 

In point of quantity of number it is a rule in the C- 
vil, & in the Canon law, One witneſſe is no witneſſe. 
It is Gods own ſtatute, In the mouth of rwo or three 
witneſſes every Word ſhall be eftabliſht. 

In point of quality, in reference to Religion, the 
Schoolmen and Canoniſts offer a Dentutror againſt 
thoſe whoſe infidelity is profeſt / as manifeſt unbelie- 
vers, ) againſt thoſe whoſe impiety is convi- 
cted (as notorious ſcandalous miſcreants. ) In refe- 
renceto Reaſon they debarre diſtracted perſons, Idi 
ots, and Children. Though Senecas fancy, more in- 
genious then judicious, allows the age of ſeven years 
to be capable of tendring an Evidence: becauſe 
Children arethen old enough to obſerve , and too 
young to deceive, to diſſemble. Upon this rational 
account, becauſe of the ordinary defect of weight 0 

judge 
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judgement, not onely the School-Dofors and Ca- Aquin.ib, 
noniſts, but the feviſb Rabbies, have in ſome caſes . _—_ 
excepted againſt the female ſex to be Witneſſes , in Car. Sig. A 
regard oftheir vehement ſwinge, and exceſſe of paſ. 1. U. 6. 6. 
ſion; their love being prone to be too fond and in- 
dulgent to preſexve, their hate apt to be too fierce 
and violent to deſtroy. 
In conſideration of diſaſſection, the divinity of 
the School and Canon excludes Enemies from the Ag2n #. | 
capacity of being W itneſles; in reſpect of condition, ſies guibus impe- 
Servants, and others whoſe relations are temptati- 74" fete, ue 
ons to cortupt them, as alſo thoſe whoſe neceſſityes 4 — 
render them plyable to be moulded for the impreſſi · Ne i fine, 
ons of mercenary falſe teſlimonies, ( Wherein I ſhall g. f. 
not track the ſcruples ofthe School, but the ſinnes 
of the Court) in concealing, in mincing oftruths, in 
venting untruths at the bar, in bolting out light un- 
certain conjectures, for firm and certain evidences. 
Whereas it was a Grecian provident Law, That 
eares perk not for witneſſes, That we make not the % . 7284. 
looſe reports of others ourſtanch and ſober teſtimo- 
nyes. The Ie viſh Tudicarories admit none but eye- % 
witneſſes. Some falſe teſtimonies are notorious phecim. 
without paint, or diſguiſe. Such was the double de- 
poſition againſt Naborh; He hath blaſphemed Cod. and Kinga. ;. 
the King. : 
Others are more covert, when truth is preſented 
but in a falſe dreſſe and accent. Such was the evidence 
againſt our Saviout; This fellow ſaid, I am able to 
deftroy the Temple of God, and to buildit in three dayes. 
An evidence misinterpreted , mistelated. It ill be- 
comes a Wuneſſe to be a ER To equivogate, 
to 


Matth. 26. 617 


1 Kings 31.13 
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to diſſemble in ordinary conference is hainous; but 
in judiciary evidence monſtrous, Subtle doubling 
expreſſions, dark winding reſervations of witneſſes, 
have perhaps been the lewd practice of all Ages, but 
the owned tenet onely of the Romiſh Caſuiſts of the 
laſt Age. The guilt of a falſe witneſſe is much enhan- 
ced by his guile. He is worſe then a murderer. A mur- 
derer deſtroyes the body naturall, but a falſe witneſſe 
banes the body politick, (the adminiſtration of ju. 
ſtice, which depends on the truth of witneſſes, being 
the linewes, nay the vitall fpirits of a Common- 
wealth.) To raiſe this to a higher key of guilt. A falſe 
witneſle is worſe then an Idolater. An Idolater 
makes an idoll a God; but a falſe witneſſe makes God 
an idol) , makes a direct mockery ofthe Deity, as not 
diſccraing, regarding his falſhood. He ſeems to dil. 
own, to outbraye Gods omnipotence, his omniſci- 
ence, toderide,as it were to ſummon him to de- 
ſcend from his throge in heaven, to countenance, to 
abett his villany on earth at the bar. Whilſt a falſe 
witneſſe appeals to God as the ſupreme Iudge, he pre- 
ſumes, he tempts, he dares his vengeance. 

The falſe witneſſes who conſpired againſt Naboth 
are decyphered children of Belial. Imps of Satan, be- 
cauſe ofthe imization of him, becauſe plyable to be 
ſeducedatthe beck of cach lewd temptation. It is 
emphatically expreſſed, of Beliel, that in Hebrew (i- 
goifie's without a yoke : Falſe witnefles are not yo- 
ked, reſtramed, not by the rule of truth, not by the 
| equity of juſtice, not by the picry of an oath. This ot 
fence is a threefold cord of gui, not eaſily unravel- 


led; — raed An 
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Oath being the end of all Controverſies, is the ſeal Heb. s. 16. 
of depoſitions to ratifie them; it is the ſacred ſtamp 
of religion, not to be ſoyled, falſiſyed, prophaned. 

The Evidences of the Grecian witneſſes were 
ſworn attheir Altars,/asa holy tye, and ſolemnity, ) 
But XYerocrates was called back from the Altar by the 7.acrt. in v 
Areopagitet, Whoaccounted his aſſertion a ſuffici. Nee. 
ent aſſeveration, becauſe of the ſtrictneſſe of his life, 
they eſteemed his wotd as valid as an Oath; who 
may riſe up in judgement againſt profeſt Chriſtians , 
whoſe oaths are leſſe credible then the bare word 
ofa Heathen. Tell it wot in Gath, wor publiſh it in the 2 Sam, 1. 20. 
frreets of Aſealon. 

tis Gods ſtrict charge, Put not thy hand With the gg ey 1. 
wicked, to be an unrig hucous witneſſe. That is, faith f 
Vatablus, Swear not unjuſtly; it being the cuſtomary Varabl. . 
practice of the lewes, ancient and modern, in their 29 
Oaths to lay their hands on the Thorab, (the books 
ofthe law of Hoſes to that end retained in their 
Courts. The Ceremony is thence derived to Chri- 
ſtianity: But let it be more then an empty Ceremo- 
ny, a heedleſſe formality. When the Witneſſe { or 
the Iuror)layes one hand on the Bible, let him lay the 
other on his heart; left ifhe faultet in what he ſwears, 
he renounce his portion, the comforts , the raviſh- 
ing mercies of the Goſpell; left he contract for, leſt 


he inherit all the menaces, the terrifying judgements e e 
of the Law. — 
The Proverbiall paſſage. Land me a 1ef imo, was wn o — 


a foul ſtain to the Greet nation. Perjuries are ungta- i 
cious lones , or boons, to gratify any man with villa. Tul z. 
ny. But the flurre is not copfincd to Greece. The &rit- pro L. Flac, 


C 2 tiſh 


Alex, ab alex, 
J. 3. c. 10. 
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tiſh tends, and quarrells of perſons and family es have 
in former Ages been proſecuted with ſwords, but in 
latter times with ſuits and perjuries: the tumults 
being leſſe, but the crimes greater. Pardon my juſt 
indignation. I wiſh from my ſoul, it were a ſcandall 
to averre it. 
Let not any inducement of aſſection ot obliga- 

tion, any tye of alliance, or dependance extend fur- 

2 ther then Peric/es bounds, to the Altars; not to be en. 

phibeg. . dearcd to any ſo farre, as in his behalf to be perjured; 
notto imagine to acquit our ſelves true friends by 
being falſe witneſſes; not to purchaſe the favour ofa 
mortall man with the frown, the doom of an im- 
mortall God. 

Turitjurandi The violation of juſtice by a falſe witneſſe, the 

A 74%- contempt of the religion of an Oath hath God for a 

io fir Bane ſufficient avenger. 

I g. r %, . Let not any wonder, that a ſpeedy earthquake 

red. ener. 2. goth not ſwallow up, that a fierce thunderbolt doth 


not cruſh and blaſt a falſe witneſſe, to chaſtiſe his inſo- 


lency: He ſinnes againſt an inviſible God, and hath 
an inviſible puniſhment, the ſtings and laſhes of a 
guilty conſcience, which being ſcared , and pacifyed, 
this very ſerenity, this calmneſſe is a preſage of a ſuc- 
ceeding low ring tempeſt. A falſe witneſſe is recited 
Prey.19.5- among the abominations ofthe Lord: He ſhall not 
eſcape unpuniſht. He may fence fora time from a hu- 
mane vengeance, buta divine ſhall in the end ore- 
take him. He ſhall not be clean, ( ſaith Yarablus,) His 
offence ſhall be imputed, the deformity of his iniqui- 
ty ſhall be preſented, the ſtain, the horrour of it dif 


covered at the day oſludgement. Iftheſe conſidera- 
tions 
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tions ſcare us not from the injuſtice ofthe Evidence, 
the next refuge and prop is the injuſtice of the Plead- 
ing; Which ditects my humble addreſſe to you the 
Gentlemen ofthe long Robe. 
To vilify your title, your Office, were in ſome 
meaſure to derogate from the ſacred Trinity. God 
the Father is titled Baalr1b, the pleader.It was Davids Pl 115. 
humble ſuitto be Gods Client: Plead thou my cauſe. alf. r. 
God the Son is recommended tous by the endear- 
meat of this name and notion: We heve an Advocate » [gn 2. 7. 
with the Father, Ieſus Chriſt the righteow: A Media- 
torfor interceſſionto plead , as well as redemption 
to merit for us. The Holy Ghoſt is decyphered 10hn r5.20. 
ee. A word which in it's genuine ſignificati- Yox Croce 
on more properly denotes the Pleader, then the f o_ 
Comforter. He pleadeth , maketh interceſſion onechuldaice, or 
for us, with the choiceſt flowers of Rhetorick, 2% Thdmadh 
with grones that cannot be uttered. The truth of — 
this criticiſme is honoured with the approbation of c 
aCouncell. 2 
To queſtion the expediency of your function, . 
vere to controll the wiſdome of all or moſt nations = — — 
which have owned principles of piety or civility. Fragend, c 
There is no man that hath a more meet reſpe for *. 
your perſons, nor a more venerable eſteem of your 
profeſſion, then my ſelf, Vet there is no calling can 
juſtifie the unjuſt practiſes of them that undertake it. 
Al am not to learn whoſe meſſagel ought todelivet 
in this place, ſo I am not to doubt, but that your pie · 
ty conducts you hither, not to cenſure the Preacher, 
but to ptactiſe the Sermon; not to look up to the 5 
pulpit, as to a ſtage, ſot the poatng of an itching = 
3 ut 
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but for the ſearching, the lancing of an ulcer'd foul, 

of a feſter d tongue, if any be; for caution , for pre. 

vention, leſt any be, by the injuſtice of pleading. A va. 

ricd injuſtice: By being engaged in more caules then 

can ſufficiently be diſcuſſed , or dextrouſly managed, 

Tull. in l. 24 (3 courſe reſented, and taxed by Heathen Rhetorici. 
oral. ans) Were Melnunſ er the Scene, I ſhoul i here 
— with duc reverence to the Sages of the Law crave 
leave to adde, to amplify for illuſtration, By being 
Intelligences in divers ſpheats, pleaders in ſeverall 

Courts, as opportunityes invite, whereby even inthe 

juſteſt, weightyeſt intereſts, eſpecially by the moſte. 

minent praQitioners, whilft one Clicntis ſupported, 
another at the ſame time at a little diſtance may be 
unfortunately diſtreſt; I ſay not betrayed, becauſe 

not entirely, voluntarily neglected, and yet perhaps 

by this occaſion irrecoverably tuin d:; Or by ingent 

ous (perhaps injurious, irrcligious ) cavills to ſpin ou 

cauſes to the burdenſome expence, the attendanceot 
Clients. I humbly offer it toyour mature conſiders 

Mt g 6, tion. Since there is a portion of benediction, of ad. 
Nec licet ad. Option expreſſed for thoſe that compoſe jarres and 
veces ex inda- differences, (agleſſed are the peace-makers. for they ſpall 
— 2 be called the children of God ; they ſhall be owned, 
Alen. g. Tb.. crowned for ſuch:) by the Topick proof, the rule of 
euerer. GOntraries, there is intimated a worſe condition and 
communicamss Telation forſuch who arc inſtrumentall, ſtraining 
— ETS their wits unneceſſarily to create, to prottact, to mul. 
fitiaw proce tiply ſuitsʒ to be like bellows, to blow, to kindle theſe 
caſe | flames, to ſanne, to heighten them. A! dilatory ple 
lla ſor ſuſpence of juſtice hath been ſentenc'd bya Synod 


Magd.Cent.13. With excommunication, But of this onely i» ««gi4+ 00 
ep. 9. de OH». the by. The 
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The main injuſtice of pleading conſiſts in deſer- 

ting, in quitting a good caule ; in aſſerting, in main- 

taining a bad. The former was the blemiſh of He 
moſthenes, who was muffled with the bribe of the ad- Plut. is v 
verle party, diſengaged, and ſilenc d by the rich pre. P. 
ſent of Harpelms; Which occaſion d a tart Sarcaſme, 

that hus diſcalſe was not angina, but argentina. There 

needs no multiplying glaſſe of a Rhetoricall aggrava- 

tion to preſent the bulk, or hue of this guile, Theti- 

tle ofa prevaricator (a treacherous Advocate, that Tul. 2. Ph. 
warps in pleading)is the blackeſt tain ia rheCivillaw, . e 

tan inferts ſuch in the moſt infamous vicious liſt, pes. — 

| ſhall forbear to pteſſe any diſſuaſive arguments ( as 7. 5. N 
o this horrid injuſtice) upon the ſame account as So. GO 
ln and Romulus did to enact penalties againſt patri- plus, is vice 
cides, as preſuming there ate no ſuch oftenders; no N 
Chriſtian face ſo ſteeled to own , no conſcience fo a 
ſeated ſot to pradtiſe ſuch petfidiouſneſſe of wicked. 

neſſe. 
I ſhall iaſiſt oncly on the latter branch of injuſtice, 

in vindicating , in plcading for a wicked cauſe. 

Whilſt the misinformation of the Client miſguides 

the Counſellor, this exempts an unjuſt plea from 

guilt. But when the cauſe pleaded for is manifeſtly 

injurious ,the pleading it ſelfis manifeſtly ungracious. 

This is to imitate the perfection , ot Corruption ra- 

ther of the Greck Sophiſters; To make the better Tull. is (i.4+ 
cauſe the wore, the worle the better. It was the ob- — 8 
ſerved eminenefaculty,andinfamy of Cerneades. Nin. 

It may paſſe for art and skill, but it mult paſſe for 
fin ao, to ſmooth and varniſh the deformed com- 
plexion of a deptaved imeeſt. In this nature a pain: 
c 
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ed cauſe is more irreligious then a painted face, 
Indire& proofs, patheticall ſtrains, and proems were 
Lucian. is.. not allowed in pleadings before the Areopagites (the 
— renowned Mthenianludges.) Though a falſe flou. 
riſh cannot ſeel the eyes, not delude prudent caute. 
lous ludges;yer it may caſt a miſt, & beguile ignorant 
credulous luryes, vc commonly are kneaded out of 
the dregs of the people; ſuch as wait forempanellings, 
as the impotent perſon, the Cripple,did at the Pool 
lohns-7- of Betheſdaforthe troubling of the waters. But not 
rodigrefſe, This falſe flouriſh is not conſiſtent with 
the morality of Heathens , much leſſe rexoncilable 

with the integrity, the ſeverity of Chriſtians. 
„ The great Maſter of the Roman Rhetorick 
122 ( Luintilian ) * qualifyes his Orator to be a good 
Quint. Inflit. man, wittingly and willingly to plead good cauls 
1 how cog * onely.lt became a great diſrepute to Horrenſins,not- 
Flut. is vic. withſtanding a great fee, that he appeared in the de. 
— Gu fence of the rapine and Sactiledge of Yerres. 4 Plus 
& H. * ſharply cenſures thoſe who would ſeparate Juſtice 
from Rhetorick, truth from pleading, innocence 
from eloquence. Though it were the profeſſed, it 
e Quine.Infliz, W as the diſguſted, the branded Paradox of © Corel. 
L 2.c.15, 4 Celſus, That the Advocates delign ought not to 
be the purſuit of equity, but victory; not to regard 
the better cauſe, but to have the better in the cauſe, 
to countenance his Client, to be his Champion, be 
__ the cauſe tight or wrong. Whereas it was the ho- 
— l, nour off Brutws, That his tongue kept correſpon- 
dence with his heart , he ever approved that Cauſe 
which he defended. The pleading of Scaurus Was 
as ſolemn, as ſincere, as a depoſition. I {hall adde nn 
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ly the luſtre of P bocion s upright reſolution , which 

ſetſuch an edge on his eloquence, that when he ar- 

gued, it was apprehended, anddreaded, as aſword 

forto cut, and deſtroy the moſt vigorous falſe plea- 

dings. Imuſter up theſe inſtances ofthe uncircumci- 

ſed in the Temple, with no vain affectation, but I 

conſider to whom I propound them, to literate, ju- . 

dicious perſons, whoſe ingenuiry may excite their 

bluſh, and anguiſh, by the tecollection of theſe Hea- 

then Worthies; who though they could not ſuffici- , A 4. 

ently acquit themſelves, yet may ſerve abundantly 76.4. 44. 

tocondemn others, who are accountable not onely 2.1. 

for the bare talent of Nature , of Reaſon, but that of —— 

Grace alſo, of Religion. 1 
As the injuſtice ot pleading is exploded by the mo- 4 _ © 

rality of the Heathens,ſo much more by the divinity « — 

ofthe Schoolmen. To: afford advice, aſſiſtance, de- ff 

ſence to an unjuſt cauſe, is in their opinion to COO- Dom S 

petate, to ſhare ditectly, eminently in the guilt, though Peſio.confils, 

but indirectiy, obſcurely in the firſt wrongfull fact. . 

Though an oppteſſing, defrauding Client affords the e 

womb to the injuſtice; yet the pleading Counſellor — 

nurſeth it ( faith b Foto,) hedandles, he cockers this Seen in 

peſtilent brat. The Schoolmen ſtating this practice theſe veries 


to be an evident print ofiniquity, of injury, perem- —— 
ptorily preſcribereſtirution. Kitution, 


Indeed ifthe point oftranſgreſſion be granted, that 2 . 
of reſtirution is not to be diſputed. This was the fruit e Solis ar 
of Zacchews converſion : /f 1 bæve taken any thing —— 
from any man by falſe acuſation, if 1 have ( acted the Auenieaſerfal- 
Sycophant: The phraſe is borrowed from © Athens, . 
Where the action was ordinary 5 familiar —_ — 

y 
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falſiy to charge men for conveighing away of Figs, 
that were prohibited to be tranſported thence, 
Thoughthe occaſion was ſpeciall, yet our Engi 
tranſlation is not improperly generall,® /f/ have taten 
any thing from any man by falſe accuſation, I reftore to 
b Aqu 2 15. him fourfold. 
Tai I the jnjuſtice of the cauſe appears not in the 
nou fu proden- firſt engagement for the Client, but inthe proſecuti, 
—— on ofthe ſuir, / the ſecret of the cauſe is not to be 
con fag i oon 1a- betray ed, nor yet an apparent injuſtice to be promo. 
— ted, pleaded for; but the cauſe is either ablolutcly 
 defen lic de- to be deſerted, renounced, ot a private compolure, 
L . a teconcilement bet wixt the parties litigant to be en- 
—_ —_ deavoured. Gerſon « recites and recommends the 
nes. Gabr, is Advocates ſolemn Oathto this effect. 
ColleB.1.4.4l. As the detetminations of the Schoolmen are ſe- 
+. cnet vete in dooming all pleas in unjuſt cauſes, ſo are the 
jam invectives ofthe Fathers ofthe Church ſharp in cen- 
—— ſuring them. 4 Clemens of Alexandria tejects this 
ans contentious fallacious faculty, brands it, with Plato, 
preſertim ſor a vicious skill, with Qari ſforle, for a pernicious 
— rapine; He blaſts it with the menace of the Holy 
5e | bo Ghoſt , © 7 will deſtroy the wiſdome of the wiſe , I will 
— bring to yum the — of the prudent. 
wedawcompe> The moſt ſearching judgement, if unſcaſon'd with 
_ ſer. Grace, will quickly be tainted , inſenſibly purrifi. 
in Conc. Rem. ed, in the end entirely fruſtrated. To be an acute, po. 
— lite Sophiſter, to enwrap a falſe plea in a fait elegant 
— ns 1 +5. dreſle, is to *remper poiſon in a golden viall; to bor- 
* 16d. Peluſior- row the reſemblance of 7ſdore Peluſſot: W hillt 
— — (ſaith he) an Advocate vayls, juſtifies another 
1. 4 66, Offender, he unmasks , condemns himſelf, — 
t 


Luke 19.8. 
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the depravation of his own heart, in the corruption, 

the diſſimulation of his tongue. Nay, Peluſcor, ttanſ- 

ported with this meditation, conjectures this trim 

artifice ofinjuſtice to have been a ſpeciall occaſion 

of the Apoſtles large hyperbolicall expreſſion , The J. lames 3. c. 

tong ue is a fire, a world of iniquity Even in this re- 

ſtriction,this application of Pelw{or; This little mem- 164. pel. l. 4. 

ber kindles the greateſt contentions, combuſtions; 7 **- 

and it ſelf eithet commits ,or ſhelters and encourages : 

all the iniquities, the enormities in the world. Theo- * 223465n 

phylatt determines this malady incurable. Toglance =. 

from the Greek on the Laine Fathers : S. Auſtin , . 2 

complains of the plauſible lure of this injuſtice; Un- c verſ. 

hallowed wiles, and w.ndings of ſubtletyes in the 

managing, the pleading of unjuſt cauſes, being! re. — 

puted and magnificd for ſingular parts and excellen — Aug. 

cyes. Conſeſſ 1.3.6.3. 

To omit other copious teſtimonyes, and te- 

proofs. Bernard tuns variety of ſhatp deſcant on this 

impute note of guilt. « Who have diſciplined.ttain- — — 

ed their tongues in lyes. being quaint againſt juſtice, ſa« — 

learned to promote falſhood , prudent to commit e 
a 8 ſus juſtui- 

evil, eloquent to oppoſe truth, who revile innocen- . erndiel pro 

cy, obſtruct all judiciary paſſages, block up the chan. , ſapien- 


nells. 141 8 facian m- 
lam e n 


This charactet may I fear) ſound a Satyrin your « i 
cares. As for modern Divines, I know none, Refor- 8 
med ot Romiſh, that is an advocate to defend, to ap- — 
prove this injuſtice of Advocates. But if the tenet J. . 4 10. 
of the Schoolmen, the Fathers, be ſuperciliouſly re- 
jected by any as a fable, yet the ſacted Scripture muſt 


be acknowledged for a rule, an Oracle, This is the 
D 3 laſt 
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laſt and chiefeſt teſt for to examine the injuſtice of 
pleading. 
Exod. 24.7, It is Gods expteſſe charge: Keep thee far from a 
falſe matter. This diſtance imports defiance. As an 
indulgent countenance, a connivence on the Bench, 
ſo a ſmooth, oily defence at the Bar. is too near an ap- 
proach to a falſe matter; It is a ſtep of the ſame lin, 
a progreſle of the ſame injuſtice , though not in the 
+2Chro.19.2. ſame path. An unjuſt plea is a bait to an unjuſt de- 
7 ctee. It was /chw's rebuke of ſebeſapbur, a queſtion 
Now. on {ra that pierced like Ehud's dagger ; * Wouldſt thou help 
na apud the wicked, and love them that hate the Lord? there- 
— fore thewrath of the Lordis upon thee. 
125 It is according to theOriginall, *Hath it become thee 
b — Io to ayd the wicked? As if no aſſiſtance of an ungodly 
dices, «au pr perſon in an ungodly enterpriſe) were decent, or 
— 4 innocent. Iſthou ſuccoureſt the ſinner (as the Se- 
3 8 : | 
wh Varesin- ptuagint tranſlateit.) The legall pleading for fin is a 
telligi, ſedeos ſignall, principall ſuccouring of the ſinner. Whilſt 
| nor annoy the offendor is abetted, argued for; the party offend- 
free . ed is doubly injured. It is related by David as a co- 
ſara Fo gnizance, an evidence, a ſpeciall note, a property of 
leng a a true member of Gods Church, not to take re- 
$.Ff. «k.* ward againſt the innocent. This is“ not to be ap- 
< Vi males 6att- 
fr parecmizes Propriated to the ludge, but to be enlarged to the 
«commedent. Sollicitor, the Atturney , eminently to the Counſel. 
- 0a lor. They reccive unjuſt reward againſt the inno- 
Nell. cent Who daub, palliate* unjuſt cauſes, by their fa- 
— — vours, their counſells, their pleadings. *S. Icrome 
Ar vendidis ſtrains this tobe a reſemblance ofthe offence ofladas. 
—— — It is the deſcription of an unſanctiſied pexſon, 4h 
47d l 16.3. ' Words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit. A ms 
e 
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falſe pleading is woven with this mingled thread. He TT 
deviſeth miſchief on his bed, (in the 4. v.) He con- 

triveth it in his*heart, or it is his night ſtudy, his per- E«bile eff cor- 
plexity on his Couch, how to be prepared to entet © tr 5) 
into the liſts in this quarrell, how to fortify , to e. Hier, 
ſhrowd and adorn this work of darkneſſe in the day- —— | 
light. He ſetteth himſelf in a way that is not good, in n ſlagitiis 
4.9. © Peluſiot apply eth it to an expert Advocate, , 


| X Mant, is Pſa. 
who is ready to engage in an ungodly cauſe, to help, ,q.1" 4 
to vindicate, to acquit it. 16d. Peluſ. 


The cloſe is in the ſame verſe, he abhorrith not evi, + 39-46 
ot mote agrecably to the Originall , © he rejecteth not c Md won 
evil, He that pleades for any crime, neither ſuftici- 228 * 
ently deteſts, not diſcards it. «pud Vatabl. 

t is yet a more rowling, terrifying impeachment : 
iWhen thou [aweſt a thief, then thou * ranneſt (or 686 ov = 
thu conſentedſt ) with him. He who oppreſſeth, de- , Car- 
faudeth , { who detaineth a juſt debt, ſaith Philo ) rhe is _ 
i athief. It thou ſeeſt him, or aſſoon as thou ſeeſt him See 
ctaving thy defence, ifthou tunneſt not with him to la Tex. 
the bar to ſupport his cauſe by pleading, thats Yelre- Nia u 
rotæ; yet thou mayeſt conſent to him in the cham- reudi cam fore 
ber by thy advice, that's Yalteretz. f Both readings e aGul. 

Altiſſ. I. 44. >. 
arclolemnly allowed by Interpreters. I preſume your n « 
ingenious ſouls do here take the cue, and tacitely Prophete men- 
object, That the Pſalmiſts lecture is the Lewites por- Mo, Pane ny 
tion, a manifeſt bill of enditement of the Miniſters = aers- 

guilt. Your thoughts may belike quivers fraughe with f* * — 
arrows of retortions, That to preach falſe doArines 3% 16s. 
for lucre is more hainous, then to plead falſe cau- 
ſes; That it is more prodigious, in S. 1qnatins lan- 
guage , to be eee to adulterate, to 

D 3 huckſtet 
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huckſteritin the Goſpell, then the law, to abuſethe 
mellage of Chriſt, then the cauſe of the Client, to 
make ungracious merchandiſe of religion then ju. 
ſticeʒ and that an unholy, corrupt, mercenary tongue 
inthe pulpit, is much more ulcerous, then at the bar, 
I abundantly confeſſe it is, and that the Propliet 
charge doth eminently appertain to us of the Min. 
ſtry : and were I to preach to thoſe of my own fun. 
ion, I ſhould accent it with much more ſharpneſſe 
« Epiph.l.2. 
70.1 Her 64. then I ſhallto you. And in the firſt place I deſire to 
bVideus fre- preſſe it with the greateſt ſeverity to my own ſoul, te 
— collecting? Origens tears, and. Auſtinsbò trembling 
mw. Auguſt. in the recitall of this Plalm. But whilſt it endites the 
— — Miniſter, it acquits not the Counſellor. The reprocf 
cHorat, © is like a Mirrour, which being diſtinctiy look't into, 
4 5am. 11.7. y ill diſcover disfigured lineaments of your profeſſi 
e pf. 50. 19. . hd h : 
fille males- ON, as Well as mine. Do but withdraw the curtain, 
tu nequi- — Co Untato nomine de te 
— Fabuli narratur : — 
4b. Hier. and I may cloſe as Nethan did with David, A Thon un 
——— the man. © Thou giveſt thy mouth to evil, giveſt ful 
Tr. % ſè inge. letteſt the reins looſe by a liberty, a licenti- 
gept. ir. ouſneſſe of wickedneſſe of a ſubtle voluble tongue. 
goed. Thy tongue frameth deceit (in the ſame verſe;) it 
gener faciebas, I ſimooths, it tricks, it poliſhesa cunning falſe plea; it 
— a hath quilted it round, according to the Septuagints 
Tae alfpdere expreſſion. 8 Thon ſitteſt & ſpeakeſt ag aint thy brother 
videtar ad judi- As if judiciary detraction were an ordinary occupati- 
cis, ubi in for? on. The act ofcalumny at the bat is vicious; much 
ipſo bows, & : | . 
fimplices calum · more the art, the cuſtome, the habit. It is a blemiſh 
_ _— in a martiall profeſſion; much more in alegall. 
X 0. 


Lake 3. 14 The Baptiſts Catechiſm to the Souldiets, h . 
p! 
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no wan falſly, is in Bex as judgement * more applya- * Magi tgare 
dle to Courts, then Camps, to the bandings, the S Tone 
claſhings of pleadings, then of ſwords. Neither the e Bens. 

bar nor gown is priviledg'd for ſlander, ( EDfetqias, a bVirclarifions 
moſt famous Advocate, upon this account, for à Pim cf. 
lugle lapſe of a vitulent aſperſion, being excluded — 
fom both. ) It is a tincture of the Rhetotick of hell. ge jorenſis bono- 
Afalſe impeachment, though never ſo accurate, is 2 m = 
glimpſe of the *name and the nature ofthe Devil. It ep. 44. ; 


( : a e Heſychius 
appears in a blacker aſpect to tevile, to traduce inno — 


ceace, then to defend, to flouriſh an offence. How - bee. 
eyercither practice hath an impure ſtamp, a deſtru- — 
duve eſſect; it is the yarycd artifice of fin and Satan. — 
ſuabs ſacred Rhetorick diſſwades from each: Seek *+» rraducere , 
j4dgement,((ift out the equity ofa cauſe, abett no un- — 
jult quarrell ) relieve the onpreſſed, (be his director, his 419. 1. 17. 
Counſellor) judge the fatherleſſe,plead for the Widdow, Nets judici- 


Their deſolate condition when injured, is moſt to 2 4 —— 


be vindicated, ſuccoured. cauſe Judices 
The ſame Prophet recordeth a woe for them ha A 
juſtifie ( plead for ) the wicked for a re yard. ite neyotis op- 
Though it hath paſt as a traditionall conjecturall rſs Van 
1 1. I. 17. 


opinion, that the damned rich man { in the Goſpell), 1g! 7.7.0. 
was an Advocate, and that he ws moſt tortured,en- juflif. impians 
flamed in that member, wherein he had moſt tran. T Hebraice 
, „et: Qui dicunt 
greſſed, (that the puniſhment might be proportion'd cauſem e. 
totheguilt;)yetIſhall not ſeek light out ofa cloud for ſ ia. V+ 
the manifeſtat.on of this injuſtice, nor ſtrain a proof 23. 4 


out ofa parable to excite the deteſtation of it. The ſ«, ſed d 
reſtraint of it is written by the Apoſtle as in a ſun H If.; 


beam: f have uo fellowſhip with the ſruitleſſe works of 2x. 
dirkneſſe. Subtle pleadings arc too groſſe igterming-] Ephel-5- u. 
lings, 
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lings, too manifeſt blendings with covert treſpaſſes, 
with myſteries of iniquities. Oecumenius gloſſeth e- 
zd h branch of wickedneſſe to be a work of dark. 
5.11,  NReſfle(inthe Apoſtles phraſe.) To communicate with 

ſuch, is not onely to cooperate, but either to counſell. 
or to countenance, to connive,toconceal. The an- 
titheſis (the oppoſition ) expreſſed undenyably clean 
it; but rather reprove them. Hi. denotes adiſco. 
very, not a diſguiſe; a rebuke, not a defence. If to 
be ſeconds and combatants in unjuſt civill quarells, 
benot to be partakers of other mens offences, to 
Tim. 5. 22. ſwerve from, to violate the Apoſtles rule, I muſt con. 
feſſe, I underſtand not what is. Said I. to partake? [t 
is to exceed, to improve, to outſttip their offences by 
a further ſtart of unholy proficiency. 

S. Paul having recited a catalogue of miſcreants, 
Rom 1. A v. he ſummes up all, They not onely do the ſame, but have 
pleaſure in themthatdo them. They aſſociate them- 
ſelves, according to the Syriac; are linkt with, en- 
tettained. intereſted, advantaged by thoſe that do 
them, are Advocates in their behalf: ſo Bezs and 
Eraſmus interpret it; ſo Theophylact expounds it by 
2 they plead for thoſe that do them. This is an 
aggravation beyond the hortour of the act, for to e- 
vade the laſt carthly refuge of injury. to elude the ſo 
lemn redreſſe of juſtice. The offence argued for may 
dei alioram de- be a ſudden paſſion, a ſurprizall; but the arguing it 
ſends errvem (elf is a deliberate deſign: The one may be a private 
— — injury, the other is a publick injuſtice, a more emi- 
ls ge . nent ſin and ſcandall. This is for to hide an unſeem- 
Gabr.in coll. ly ſcat ot wen in another mans face, and to diſcover 


1. 4. 4d. 1. ; 
a a worſeblemiſh,a wound, anulcer in ones own. 
The 
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The firſt commiſſion of a Clients wrongfull 


— fact / in an unjuſt cauſe) entitles him a Delinquent: 
h but the additionall juſtification by pleading tempts 
" him to be impenitent : wherein the finer the varniſh 
— is ofthe Counſellor, the fouler is his ſin. 
This is no temper of a Nathaniel , an 1/raclize in- Loba f. 45 
Irs | | 
Be deed in whom is no guile. Nor yet may the integrity 
* of the heart be alledged, notwithſtanding the 
y Sophiſtry of the tongue. By thy Words thow ſhalt be Mg RIES 
K juitifyed, and by thy words thow ſhalt be condemned. 
* However this is not to copy out the pattern of our 
I Redcemer, In Whoſe mouth there was found no guile. ' et a. 22. 
It is an Hebraiſm, There was no guile to be found. 
7 Ifthe nice ſubtlety of indirect pleading be not in- 


tended to be effectuall, it is to deceive the Client; if 
it be intended to be effectuall, it is to deceive the lu- 
ty ot the Iudge, thereby to injure the innocent par- 
ty at leaſt inthe purpoſe, the endeavour of the Coun- 
ſellor. Either edge of the dilemma is a ſharp fallacy 
to his own conſcience, to beguile himſelf; though 
for a while it appearerh not, it picrceth not. The 
ſpreading ptactice of this injuſtice unhappily eſcapes 
in moſt a reſentment of it's guilt. But a multuude of 
offenders is no ſecurity for an offence before the Di- 
vine awſull Tribunall. Hereby God is moſt enraged, 
and man moſt depraved : the face being teſcued from 
a bluſh without, & the heart from a ſting within. The 
Stoick tutours us better Divinity, not to trace mens — gas ier, 
ſteps, but Gods rules; not to ſteer by other veſſells, 9 
but the ſtatres; not to regulate our courſes by exam · 
ples, but precepts; not to tegatd what the moſt nu, 
mcrousor famous of a ptoſeſſion doe, but what they 
ought to doe. E Ic 
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Exod. 2 3. 2. It is Gods ſtrict indiſpenſable prohibition , Thos 
ſhalt not follow a multitude to docvil: neither ſhalt thou 
ſpeak in a cauſe, to decline after many to wreſt judge- 
went. The faireſt gloſſe imaginable for falſe colours, 
plauſible pretences in unjuſt pleadings, is an officious 
lye; which though recorded in Scripture in the Hi- 
ſtoticall paſſages of ſome eminent Saints, yet it is ve- 
ry rarely: recited it is as a frailty to be eſchewed, not 

22 % asa duty to be imitated. The Primitive Chriſtians 

Inf. dece. © would not allow, not employ this unholy engine in 

Apel. 2. the fierceſt perſecution for a. preſervative of their 

own lives, much leſſe of the fortunes, the liberties of 

Aug.in. 4 others. S. Auſtin copiouſiy diſproves , vigorouſly 

ſent. condemns it. A graciqus intention cannot warrant 

Rom. 3. 2. an ungracious action. He that doth evill that good 
may come of it, his condemnation is juſt. To offer 

Butch, this Apology is to act Ipelies part, to preſent the in- 
juſtice of pleading, as that Painter did Antigonus, 
with halfa face: one part ofthe countenance diſcove. 
ted beingacomely. amiable aſpect, an officious ſe- 
rene eye towards the Client;but the other part ofthe 
viſageconcealed looks a ſquint, and caſts a pernici- 
ousglance onthe oppoſite party. 

Nor yet is the ſpell of profit a ſufficient induce- 
ment, a warrant for the injuſtice of pleading, Could 
every cauſe procure a ſhower of gold, ( Twpiter's 
boonto Derae) could your purchaſes, your mannors 
be multiplycd faſter then your fees, had you a King- 
dome fora garden, a ſea for a fiſh-pond , could you 
engroſſe the clouds, the Sun-beams to diſpoſe each 
drop of rain, and ray of light at your own rate and 


Mak 2. 36, pleaſure; yet war ſhallit profit « mar if he gente 
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Whole world, and looſe bis own ſoul? In yourlanguiſh- 
ing,gaſping condition,your own conſciences will re- 

ſolve the queſtion put out of all queſtion. It will no- 

thing profit: and being thus reſolved , the determina- 

tion is a Arias, an extenuation; it will not be his 
profit, but his dammage, his bane. An indirect tran- 

ſitory gain ſmooths the paſſage to adirect forfeiture 

of bliſſe, a —y of miſery.. What ſhall 4 man Mu 8.47. 
give in exchange for his — what recompence, what 

truck ſhall —— for his ſoul; as the word imports. % 
Money is the ordinary unholy rate for it. Yet ſince 

the whole world is not to be ballanced with it, what 

folly, what phrenſy is it to proſtitute a precious ine- 

ſtimable ſoul to vile gaines, to mean inconſiderable 
advantages , to raiſe your fortunes temporally on 

the ruines of your ſelves eternally? Ihe getting of trea- Prov: 21.6. 
ſures by a ning tongue, is a Vanity toſſed to and fro of 
them that ſeek death. The gloſſe on the words applyes —— 1 
them to the injuſtice of pleading. It is a diſmall apho- 7z/e Cori 
riſme, and it ſnould not have dropt from my mouth, e fic 
had it not proceeded from the Holy Ghoſt. Spira, — 
the diſconſolate example of deſpair, firſt maintained Mexddene,items 
falſe cauſes in Law, & afterwards renounced true te- — 
nets in Religion. To bea corrupt Advocate was his de, in Bi. 
firſt ſtep towards hell. I ſhall not recommend tu Hen — 
lian fot a pattern, whole quitting his profeſſion of ani Dube, 
Advocate ſ upon his converſion to Chriſtianity) was 1 ππι c- 
a very unneceſſary rigour. But beware of Tertullus [,, of — 
ſtamp, whoſe eloquence diſpenced with his confci. =» & Lipardus 
ence. Let not the luſtre of your Rhetorick abate the e | 
light of your Religion. Let not any exquiſite ability d. Dor. Mare. 
inthelaw prepare a fwc#s, a * oppreſſion, or 27. . 4- 
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malice : let not ſo ſweet an oyntment be ſpilt upon 
an unſayoury cauſe, to be ingeniouſly ungracious , 
accurately irreligious. It is an uncomfortable com- 
mendation, an unhappy elogy, to be a better lawyer 
then a Chriſtian; to be more acute then up- 
right, to plead well in ill cauſes. It is a perfume to the 
fame of / vo, that he pleaded onely for the afflicted, 
vindicated the oppreſſed, being entitled the Advo- 
cate ofthe poor, and canonized for a Saint. Give not 
cauſe to preſent or ſucceeding ages to apply to any of 
you that character of Cælius an Advocate, ( which 
ſticks a ſlurre, a taint to his name unto this day) for 
to be reputed worthy of a better mind, of an honeſt- 
cr ſoul; for to be the pearl of Advocates in the 
French ſty le, and yet not to appertain to Gods cabi- 
net in tlie day that he ſhall ſort, make up his jewels. 

To conclude this caycat : Let not your counſells, 

your pleadings be tempered with more grains of the 
Serpent, then the Dove. Let not your profits exceed, 
eclipſe your graces. The fees of juſt cauſes onely can 
entayl bleſſings to your families, and aſſure comforts 
to your ſouls. With melting bowells I tender this 
unwelcome meditation to your candid cenſures , to 
your retired mortifyed thoughts, which lay upon 
my own (being call d to this place) like a weight of 
lead, untill I utter d it. 

I have freely diſcharged my conſcience in the pre- 
ſence of God and this Congregation , and ſhould 
now proceed from the injuſtice of the Pleading to 
the injuſtice ofthe Verdict. of the Decree,of the Re- 
cord. But the time hathtrod upon my heels: like a 
weatied travellet Imuſt take up my reſt, before 3 
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(carce finiſher half my journey; and, like 1/2cber, 
muſt ſtoop betwixttwo burdens. 

| have therather enlarged my meditation on the 
three firſt rounds of Injuſtice, becauſe Courts are 
ke Elements the corruptions, the diſtempexs above 
take theirriſe from exhalations from below. Unjuſt 
cauſes, indirect evidences and pleadings are the 
ſource and bane of all judiciary proceedings. Well 
we may juggle with men on earth; we cannot play 
the Sophiſters with heaven, and puta cheat on our 
God. 

As for all ſorts and degrees here preſent ; When 
you hear the trumpet ſound , let it be an alarm to 
your ſoules, to row ze you to an apprehenſion of the 
genetallSeſſions of the greatzydgement ofthe world, 


when we ſhall all appear before the judgement-ſcat * Cor. 1 


of Chriſt; not onely appear, but become tranſpa- 


rent, like Druſus fancyed houſe of glaſſe. Our minds - 


ſhall be as clearly ſeen , as conſpicuous, as our faces. 
Then all the Iudges of the earth ſhall ſtand at theBat. 
The Counſellors muſt plead for themſelves, render 


an account for every idle word. If for every light ih. 12. 36. 
frivolous, pre otioſo, much more pro odioſo, for every Ambioſ 


falſe ſcandalous plea. Then the books of records , 
our own conſciences ſhall be unclaſped, to be ma- 
nifeſt evidences of our ſecret ſinnes in the ſight of 
God, of Angells, and men. 

No unjuſt cauſes, no corrupt evidences or plead- 
ings can taint this judgement, no demurror can 
thftitoff, no quirk or ſubtlety reverſe, no power or 
authority repeal it. 

Let us be awfully prepared, conſcientiouſly quali- 
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fyed at this great Seſſions; that at the approach of x 
farre greater, we may be graciouſly ſummon'd, and 
acquitted by the dreadfull Iudge of men and Angells 
that we may be refreſht, raviſht with the joy and 
Match. 25. 34. ſolace of that ſentence, Come you blefied, inherit the 
king dome prepared for you from the foundation of the 
World. 


Whercin God of his infinite mercy eſtate us, for the 
merits of his Son, and our alone Saviour 7e- 
#s Chriſt; to whom and the Holy 
Ghoſtbe glory & honour, pow- 
er, majeſty and dominion 
aſcribed this day and 
for evetmote. 
Amen, A- 
men. 
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